showing the position of the inferior hypogastric plexus (IHP) on the lateral aspects of the rectum. From the IHP, efferent branches rise in distal directions: postero-inferior for the rectal wall, lateral for the levator ani muscles, and antero-inferior to form the NVBs. Some fibers from the NVBs branch medially to innervate the posterior vaginal wall. More caudally, the bundle puts out fibers in three major projections: an anterior projection for the urethral sphincter complex, an anterolateral projection (the cavernous nerve) that travels anterolaterally to the vagina to reach the corpora cavernosa, and a posterolateral projection (the spongious nerve) that continues posterolaterally to the vagina to innervate the corpus spongiosum. In inset, blue arrows show the directions of the IHP and NVB main terminal efferences. Ur urethra The online version of the original article can be found under
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